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December 13, 2005

Commission’s Secretary RECEIVED & INSPECTED
Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission RE: Request for exemption from DEC 2 3 2005
ATT: CGB room 3-B431 closed captioning

445 12" Street SW FCC - MAILROOM

Washiington, DC 20554

Dear Sir or Madam:

McAlmont Church of Christ respectfully requests an exemption to the closed captioning
requirements on the bases of undue burden. McAlmont Church of Christ has been airing
television programs under the program name, Answering Voice Ministries, for six and a
half years. Our congregation operates in a rural community and television is one of the
most effective ways of keeping our name and ministry out there to encourage, instruct
and recruit new believers. With population and economy flowing to the city the financial

base is dwindling. We are under a great struggle to keep our unique message circulating
via the air waves.

McAlmont Church of Christ is a 501¢3 organization established to preach and teach the
Word of God and minister to citizens in our immediate and extended communities. The
church does not sell advertising to fund our program and we do not solicit funds from our
listening and viewing audience. The full burden of this programming rests on the
shoulders of the church and its funds received through its regular offerings.

The budget of McAlmont Church of Christ is already strained and several adjustments
have already been made to keep the program on the air. Income has fallen from about
$11000 per week to about $8000 per week. To compensate, we have already cut many
non-essential activities and we cut back on new program production and began to rerun
program to cut costs of original production.

Based on a letter from the FOX station on which our program is aired, the closed caption
requirements would increase our cost of airing television programs by about 25 percent
(22.2 % to be exact). If we have to obtain new equipment it would increase it even more.
Currently, our air time costs us $450 per program. Closed captioning would increase that
by $100 per program. Such an expense would potentially cripple the church’s outreach
ministry. Our program is distributed by McAlmont Church of Christ. 1t has no outside
sponsor. We have no one to help us fund the program.




Our program offers one alternative that is currently available to our viewers. Viewers
may request a script of the program and these scripts, which are produced in-house, will
be sent in monthly increments in advance of broadcasts. We are already offering this :
service on our program. The script is called Answering Voice Study Notes. The major
points of the lesson appear on the screen and also Scripture quotations. With program
format and the Study Notes, the viewer can determine what is going on.

A copy of our 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005 finance reports show a major cut back in
television expense. We cut down all but one radio program and all but one television
program trying to stay on the air and reach out to our community. Despite all our efforts
the television station passed on an increase in cost of broadcasting the program in 2005.
Additional cost on top of all that would be indeed a burden on our budget. During this
same period we experienced membership exodus to the metropolitan communities, hence
a comparative decline. We need to stay on the air. But the added expense of closed
captioning would be a tremendous burden for us.

Respectfully submitted:
McAlmont Church of Christ

Loyd Harris, Minister
Attachments:

501c3 letter
Finance reports for 2002,2003, 2004, and 2005
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE . DEFARTMENT OF THE

TREASURY
OISTRICT DIRECTOR
401 W. PEACHTREE STy NM
ATLANTA» GA 30365-0000
Enmployer Idsstification Numbers:
Date: 71-0491571
Cage Numbers
SRADER0AR
HCALMONT CPLRCH OF CHRIST Contact Ferson:
F.0. sot 45230 3R EF/E0 CUSTOMER SERVICE UNIT
NORTH LITTLE ROCKs AR 72E31 Contact Tetephome Mumber:
{(410) 92&£3-50ER
fccounting Period Endiag:
November 30
Form 770 Reguireds:
N
fddendum Applies:
Yee
~_Dear Applicants
Bazed on information supplised: and assuming your ocperations wil! be as
stated in your application for recognitioh of exemptiony we have defermined
you are exempt from fadersl incvme tax under section BOL{a) of the Inftermai
Revenus Code as an organization described in section 801 {g) (3

We have further determined that vou are not a private foundatian within
the meaning of secticn 50%4s) of the Codes because vou are an crganization
described in sectiong T0%P{a){1) and Li70b) (1Y {AX (i3,

If your sources of supports or wour purposessy characters or method of
operation changesr please fet us know so we can considsr the sffect of the
change on your exempt ztatus and foundation sfatus. In the case »f an amend-
ment to your organizational document or bylawsy pisase send us a copy of the
amended document of bylaws.e Alsos you should iaform us of afi changes in your
nzme OF addrass.

As of January 1: 1984» you are !iable for taxes under the Federal
Insurance Contributione Act {social security tawes) om remunerstion of $100
oF more you pay to each of wour emplioyees during & calendar year. Thic does
not applys howevers i you make or have made a timely election under section
3123w} of the Code to be exempt from such tanw., You are not liable far the tax
imposed under the Federal Unemployment Taxn Act (FUTH).

Since you agre nok a private foundations you are not subject to the excise
tzxes under Chapter 42 of the Cude. Howevers you are not aufomaticatly =x=mpt
from other federal excise tawxes. If you have any gquestions about excises
emp loyments ar sthar federal taxess piease lef us know,

Grantors and contributors may reiy on this determination unless the
Internat Revenue Service publishes notice to the contrarv. Howevers if you
lase your section D09{a) (1) statuss a grantor or contributor may not rely
ah this determinstion if he or she was in part responsibie fors o nas aware
=«fs the act or failure to acts or the substantial or material change on the
part of the argenizaticn that resulted in your foss of such statuss or if he or
she acquired knoculedge that the Internai Revenue Service had given notice that
you wouid no fonger be classified as 3 section DO¥(a) (1) organization.
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ACALAONT CHURCH OF CHRIST

Donnrs may deduct contributions 4o you as provided in section 170 of the
Code,.  Dequestss lzgacies» devisess transferss or gifts to you or for your use
are deductible for federal estate ahd giT¢ tax purposes if they meet the
appiicabie provisione of Code s=ctions 2053 2104+ and 2522
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Contribution deductions are allnuwable to donore only to the extent that
their contributions are giftss with no consideration received. Ticket pur-
chases and simiiar payments in conjunchion with fundraising events may not
ngcessa rily qualify as deductible contributionssy depending on the circum=-
stances. DSew Rewenue Ruling 67-246s published in Cemulative Zulietin 1967-Cs

on page i04. which sete forth guidelinee regarding the deductibilitys as chari-
tabie contributiconsy of pavients msde by taxpayers for admission to or other
participation in fundraising activities for charity.

In the heading of this letter we have indicated whether you must file Form
790+ Raturn »f Organization Exempt From Income Tax. If Yes is indicatedy you
are required &0 file Form 990 only if your gross receipts =ach year are
normaf iy mora than $25.000. Howevers §if you receive a Furm 970 package in the
mails niegase file the return even if you do not exreed the gross receipts tast.
If you are not required to file: simpty attach the label providedy check the
hox in the heading to indicste that your annual gross receipts are normally
$25+000 or fesss and sign the raturn.

If a return is regquireds It must be filed by the 13%th day of the fiTth
month after the end of your annual asccounting pericd. A penalty of $10 & day
is charged when a return is filed lates unless there is reasonable cause for
the delay. Howevers the maximom pernaity charged cannot exceed #5000 or T per-
cent of your gress receipte for the years whichever is less. This penslty may
alse be charged if & return is not completes so plesse be surs your return is
complete before you file it. :

¥ou are Aot requived €o fife federal income fax rafurns unless you are
subject to the tax on unrelated businsss income undar section 511 of the Code.
If you are subject to this taxy you must file an income tax return on Form
99Q~-Ty Exempt Organization Pusiness Income Tax Return. In fthis [etter ne are
not determining whather any of your precent or proposed activities are unre-
lated trade or business as defined in section 513 of the Code. '

You need an employer identification numbeér even if you have no emplovees.
If an employer identification number was not entered on wour applications &
number nill be assigned to you and you #ill be advised of it. Flease use that
number on all returns you file and in all correspondence with the Intermal
Revenue Servitce.

This determination is based on evidence that your funds are dedicated
to the purposes listed in section S014c)(8) of the Code. To assurs your
continued exemptiony woy should keep rocords to show that funds are expended
wnly for those purpoces. If you distribute funds &2 other organizations: your
records should show whether they are exempt under section BGI{CY (3). In cases
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MCALMONT CHURCH OF CERIST

where the recipient orgenization is not exempt under section B014c) (3. there
should be evidence that the funds wili remain dedicated to the rezquired
purposes and that they will be used for those purposes by the recipient.

It distributioneg are made to individualiss case historias regarding the
recipiants should be kept showing names. addressess purposes of awardss mannsr
of zefections relaticuship €if any) 0 memberss: officersy trusfees or donors of
funds to yous s that any and aill distributions made £o individusis can be

substantiated upon request by the Internal Revenus Zervice. (Rewvanus Ruling
54~304. C.B. 1956~2+ page E206.)

If we have indicated in the heading of this letter that an addendum
appliess the snclosed addendum is an integral part of this letter.

Bzcause this letter could heip ressive any guestisns about your sxsmpt
status and Toundation statuss you should k=ep it in your permanent records.

If ywou have any questiconss pleaze contact the person sthise name and
tetephone number are shown in the heading of this letter.

Sinceraly yours:

G/ A i

Oistrict firector

Encinsure(s):
Addendum

Letter 947 (DD/CE)




MCALMONT CHURGH OF CHRIST

If yeur organization conducts fund-raising events such as benefit dinnerss
auctiongs membership drives: etc.s where something of value is received in
return for contributionss wou can help your donors avaid difficulties with
their income tax returns by assisting them in determining the proper tax
treatment of Their contributions. To do this you choulds in advance of the
events determine the fair market value of the benefit received and state it
in your fund-raising materiels such as colicitationss ticketss and recszipts
in such a way that your doncrs can determine how much is deductible and how
much is not, To assist youw in thiss the Service has issued Fublication 1291
Oeductibility of Fayments Hade ta Charities Conducting Fund-Raising Events.
You may obtain copies of Publication 13%! from your logal IRS Office.
Guidelines for deductible amounts are aiso set forth in Fevenue Ruling 47-244.
1767-2 C.B. 104 and Revenue Frocedure ¢-124 159G-1 C.EB. 471 and Revenue
Procedure 72-49. 1972-26 ILR.B. 18.

You indicate that wyou wili not finanee your activities with fax-=2zzmpt bonds or
tertificztes of participation. Thereforesy this detzrmination letter is based
on the understanding that you will not raise funds through such financinga. If

in the future you wish to raise funds by either of these methodsy you shoutd
request a ruling from the Interns! Revenue Services Attn: EiEd.
1il: Constitution Avenues N.W.» Washingtons 0.C. Z20Z24.




Mc Almont Church of Christ
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2002

PROGRAM SERVICES:
Local Work & Evangelism

Minister's Salary
Minister Emeritus retirement
Eider salary
Secrelary salary
Custodian salary
Minister Emeritus’'
Life & retirement
insurance
Health insurance
Telephone
Morlgage
Utiiities
Water
Gas
Electric

Ministers'
Telephone
Minister's travel
Minister's water utilities
Minister's gas utilities
Minister's electric utilities
Associate minister salary
Radio & TV program

Total Local Work & Evangelism

See Accompanying Notes and Accountant's Report,

5

$73,075
36,684
832
20,527
6,786

2,258
4,220
1,020
4,440

33
552
1,237

990
2,712
720
703
2,445
26,000
44,080

229,610




MC ALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2003

PROGRAM SERVICES:

Loca! Work & Evangelism

Minister's Salary : $ 73,143
Minister's Emeritus Retirement 36,684
Secretary Salary ‘ 20,533
Minister Emeritus’
Utilities 79
Life Retirement 403
Health Insurance 4,220
Mortgage 4,860
Water 377
Gas 653
Electric 972
Minister's
Utilities 718
Water 515
Gas a50
Electric 1,045
Travel 2,858
Associate Minister's salary 26,014
Radio & TV Program 32,723
Total Local Work & Evangelism $ 207,647

See Accompanying Notes and Accountant's Report.
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MC ALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2004

PROGRAM SERVICES:

Local Work & Evangelism

Minister's Salary $ 73,076
Minister's Emeritus Retirement 36,684
Secretary Salary 23,310
Minister Emeritus’
Utilities - 1,883
Life Retirement 403
Health Insurance 5,065
Mortgage 12,215
Minister's '
Utilities 4,055
Travel 4,031
Ministry activities 2,044
Associate Minister's salary 29,525
Radio & TV Program 26,632
Total Local Work & Evangelism $ 218,923

See Accompanying Notes and Accountant's Report.




McALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2005
PROGRAM SERVICES:

Local Work & Evangelism

Minister Salary $73,076

Minister Emeritus 36,684
Secretary Salary 23,606
Minister Emeritus’

Utilities 2,305
Health Insurance 4,643
Minister's

Utilities 4,170
Travel 3,005
Associate Minister Salary 29,900
Radio & TV Program 30,336
Total Local Work & Evangelism $207,725

Unaudited Report




